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Giovanni Pontiero, The History of the Siege of Lisbon is a meditation on the differences between historiography, historical fiction, and stories
inserted into history. The novel is really two stories in one: the reimagined history of the 1147 siege of Lisbon that Raimundo feels compelled
to write and the story of Raimundo s life, including his unexpected love affair with the editor, Maria Sara. In Saramago s masterful hands, the
strands of this complex tale weave together to create a satisfying whole.
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