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Twachtman and Elihu Veclder, had gathered in the studio of Napoleon Sarony above Duncans grocery store, which then stood at the juncture
of Broadway and Fourteenth Street. At that time the influences of William Morris and Alma-Tadema were just arousing people on this side of
the Atlantic to an inteUigent interest in interior decorating as a part of the scheme of life, and among painters the subject was, naturally, being
warmly discussed. On this afternoon a figure painter--it may have been Vedder--was singing the praises of the tile, declaring that upon it alone
could be procured all those qualities of ivory, velvet, changeable moths wing, and rose petal which go to make up the mouth of a maiden. As
a decorative asset, he remarked, theres nothing to compare with the tile in the way it tells on all its surroundings. All right, exclaimed one of
the group--history has withheld his identity, why cant we form a club and work out ideas and effects on tiles It would do us a lot of good and
might incidentally help the country out of its slough of decorative despond. The plan was hailed delightedly, and with the men then present--
and a few others who drifted in during the discussion--as charter members, the society became a fact. It was decided to hold meetings on
Wednesday evenings at the studios of the members in tumn, the fruits of...
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