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Osprey Publishing . Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Napoleon's Swiss Troops, David Greentree, Gerry Embleton, Ever since the
15th century Switzerland had been exporting  professional soldiers to serve as mercenaries for foreig n monarchies. Napoleon, therefore, was
not the first to make full use of the martial qualities of the Swiss and obtained Swiss ag reement to expand the recruitment of reg iments for
service in the French Army. Napoleon would use Swiss troops on the battlefields of Italy and Spain, and in 1812 re-org anize the four orig inal
reg iments into a sing le division for the invasion of Russia, with each reg iment having  three full-streng th battalions. In all theatres where they
were eng ag ed, Swiss conting ents would oCen be relied upon to act as rearg uards so other forces caug ht in a tig ht situation could escape.
Time and ag ain they would be asked to save the day for the French soldiers with whom they foug ht, in Italy and Spain and most famously for
Napoleon himself, in Russia. In November of 1812, meeting  up with Napoleon's main force retreating  from Moscow at the Berezina River, the
Swiss on the west bank g uarded the approaches to the pontoon bridg es from the Russian attack to the south. 1,200 Swiss, out of
approximately 8,000 that entered Russia, were leC to face, along  with 8,000 men from other units, the 30,000-strong  Russian army. The Swiss
held their g round and when their ammunition ran out they charg ed the Russians with bayonets. This book reveals the proud combat history of
the Swiss troops of Napoleon's army as well as the colourful uniforms they wore.
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