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ENGLISH IN PRINT  FROM C AXT ON T O SHAKESPEARE T O MILT ON (PAPERBAC K)      

University of Illinois Press, United States, 2008. Paperback. Condition: New. Extended. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Eng lish in Print
from Caxton to Shakespeare to Milton examines the history of early Eng lish books, exploring  the concept of putting  the Eng lish lang uag e into
print with close study of the texts, the formats, the audiences, and the functions of Eng lish books. Lavishly illustrated with more than 130 full-
color imag es of stunning  rare books, this volume investig ates a full rang e of issues reg arding  the dissemination of Eng lish lang uag e and
culture throug h printed works, including  the standardization of typog raphy, g rammar, and spelling ; the appearance of popular literature; and
the development of school g rammars and dictionaries. Valerie Hotchkiss and Fred C. Robinson provide eng ag ing  descriptions of more than a
hundred early Eng lish books drawn from the Rare Book and Manuscript Library at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaig n, and the
Elizabethan Club of Yale University. The study nearly mirrors the chronolog ical coverag e of Pollard and Redg rave s famous Short-Title
Catalog ue (1475-1640), beg inning  with William Caxton, Eng land s first printer, and ending  with John Milton, the Eng lish lang uag e s most
eloquent defender of the freedom of the press in his Areopag itica of 1644. William Shakespeare, neither a printer nor a writer much concerned
with publishing  his own plays, nonetheless deserves his central place in this study because Shakespeare imprints, and Renaissance drama in
g eneral, provide a fascinating  window on the world of Eng lish printing  in the period between Caxton and Milton.
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