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C ONFRONT ING RELIGIOUS DENIAL OF SC IENC E (PAPERBAC K)    

CASCADE BOOKS, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Confronting  Relig ious
Denial of Science: Christian Humanism and the Moral Imag ination traces the cultural backstory of contemporary conflicts between biblical
literalists who oppose evolution and New Atheists who insist that relig ion is so pernicious it should be outlawed, if not exterminated. That s a
clash of fundamentalisms. It s a zero-sum g ame derived from hig h Victorian misunderstanding  of both relig ion and science. The God whom
science supposedly replaces is the Eng ineer Almig hty sitting  at his keyboard, controlling  every event on earth. But that s not a viable concept
of God. Far better, Wallace arg ues, to understand Christianity in CliBord Geertz s terms as a system of symbols that both constitutes a
worldview and, according  to David Sloan Wilson, encourag es prosocial behavior. That reframing  makes it possible to reclaim what biblical
scholars have said for decades: the miracles of Jesus were confrontational symbolic actions. They contradicted the political status quo in
colonial Palestine, not the laws of biolog y. Prayer, she explains, is not mag ical thinking . It s a creative, hig hly disciplined introspective
process, most familiar to many people in forms like mindfulness meditation. Wallace oBers an intrig uing  exploration of issues that believers
seldom discuss in ways that make sense to the relig iously unaBiliated. Grab a cup of tea and sit down with a provocative new friend. Wallace
asks, are there proper places in the heart for both science and relig ion? She writes of her personal quest to appreciate how discovery and
prayer must necessarily complement each other. With insig ht and warmth she traces the boundaries and the intersections of technolog y and
belief. Like that student in class who asked the questions you wish you could have articulated so well, she bravely puts the challeng e: How...
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