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T HE GAMES PEOPLE PLAY: T HEOLOGY, RELIGION, AND SPORT 

Wipf &amp; Stock, 2014. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: In The Games
People Play, Robert Ellis constructs a theolog y around the g lobal cultural phenomenon of modern sport, paying  particular attention to its
British and American manifestations. Using  historical narrative and social analysis to enter the debate on sport as relig ion, Ellis shows that
modern sport may be said to have taken on some of the functions previously vested in org anized relig ion. Throug h biblical and theolog ical
reflection, he presents a practical theolog y of sport's appeal and value, with special attention to the theolog ical concept of transcendence.
Throug hout, he draws on orig inal empirical work with sports participants and spectators. The Games People Play addresses issues oEen
considered problematic in theolog ical discussions of sport such as g ender, race, consumerism, and the role of the modern media, as well as
problems associated with excessive competition and performance-enhancing  substances. As Ellis explains, "Sporting  journalists oEen use
relig ious lang uag e in covering  sports events. Salvation features in many a headline, and talk of moments of redemption is not uncommon.
Perhaps, somewhere beyond the cliched hyperbole, there is some theolog ical truth in all this aEer all." "Ellis convincing ly arg ues that humans
at play reach outward and upward, sig nifying  and participating  in God toward our playful destiny. Ellis moves deEly between historical
considerations of sports and thick descriptions of sport practitioner and spectator motivations, attitudes, and experiences; analysis of
theolog ical themes (sin and salvation); and contemporary social, moral, economic, and political matters which Christians must examine as
citizens whose loyalty is ultimately to God's will and way on earth as it is in heaven." --John B. White, Georg e W. Truett Theolog ical Seminary,
Baylor University, Waco, TX "The way Ellis takes concepts based on play, salvation, and sin . . ....
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