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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing  text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the orig inal
book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: .is absolutely characteristic of aconite, and which, once
experienced, is never forg otten. There remained one test more. The quantity available was very small, and therefore very small animals had to
be employed. A portion injected under the skin of a mouse caused symptoms of poisoning  within two minutes and death within thirty. On this
evidence, which, be it remarked, was absolutely conclusive when taken as a whole, and which could be evidence of aconite only. Lampson
was hang ed. The above case has been related in some detail because it exemplifies the methods adopted with slig ht variations in the
detection of all veg etable poisons. It so happens that aconite is a diHiculte substance to isolate chemically. The physiolog ical tests--that is. the
sensation of numbness it imparts to the tong ue and its rapidly fatal action on animals--are now the ones chiefly relied on. The alkaloid is the
active principle in Wolfsbane, a common hedg erow plant. India, of all countries; is where this particular poison is most used. A native once
described it as useful to the sportsman for killing  tig ers, to the rich for putting  troublesome relatives out of the way, and to jealous husbands
for dealing  with unfaithful spouses. Of all known veg etable poisons, aconite, and its active principle aconitine, is one of the most virulent. In
rapidity of action it ranks along  with atropine (belladonna) and strychnine, but is inferior to prussic acid. A (uantity only onesixteenth of a g rain
has proved fatal to a man....
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