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*****To what genius fed on tears shall we some day owe that most touching of all elegies, -the tale of tortures borne silently by souls whose
tender roots find stony ground in the domestic soil, whose earliest buds are torn apart by rancorous hands, whose flowers are touched by
frost at the moment of their blossoming? What poet will sing the sorrows of the child whose lips must suck a bitter breast, whose smiles are
checked by the cruel fire of a stern eye? The tale that tells of such poor hearts, oppressed by beings placed about them to promote the
development of their natures, would contain the true history of my childhood.
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