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***x* Believers in the Book of Mormon contend it is an account of real people that existed in history. From Joseph Smith s plural marriage to
Brigham Young s statements on race, as we study the complexity of history we develop a deeper appreciation for struggling leaders moving,

sometimes imperfectly, through a tragic and fallen world. Morgan Deane, a professor of history and author of Ancient Warfare in the Book of
Mormon, uses the best of modern scholarship and military history to mine indirect traces in the text to identify the complexity and ambiguity
that we would expect from the actions of historical people. Extensive historical examples, including the campaigns of the Byzantine general
Belisarius, evil gangs of Samurai, and purposeful manipulation of records by Chinese dynastic historians, combine with detailed analysis of
subtle clues to provide additional insight into the militarization of the Nephites by their spiritual leaders, the futility of their battlefield victories,

the deadly machinations even righteous rulers needed to gain and keep political power, the possibly unjust actions of Nephite rulers, the

reconstruction of arguments used by Amalickiah, and Captain Moroni s innovative and winning tactics leading to rapacious taxation and

insurgency to make a book that offers a unique reinterpretation of both heroes and villains. From Sinners to Saints: Reassessing the Book of
Mormon is the first of its kind to fully reassess the narrative found in the Book of Mormon. During a time of increased militancy in foreign affairs
and vitriolic domestic politics, the increasing economic and social costs of war, and the spread and acceptance of fake political narratives this

text will revolutionize the way readers understand the Book of Mormon and help them apply its...
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