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**x* Excerpts from the Introduction. FIGHTING in France is a very different matter to-day than it was when | went there with General Sir John
French s First British Expeditionary Force, in August, 1914. Compared with the Germans, we knew but little of the machinery and organisation of
modern warfare. In those days we fought against all sort of odds.Trench bombs and trench mortars, hand and rifle grenades, fresh intricacies
of barbed wire, fine night lights, which fortunately illuminated the darkness for us as well as for the enemy, sniping brought to an exact
science, gas and gas shells, trench and dugout construction on a business-like basis, and innumerable other attributes of trench fighting were
practised by the Boches first, to be taken up, well learned, then gradually improved upon by us in turn. The French helped us in some ways.
Their gunners were worth their weight in rubies to our gallant artillerymen. But most of our lessons came straight from Brother Boche. We paid
for them. Like most lessons for which a high price is paid, they were well learned. The only way they will learn is by their own experience is a
hackneyed phrase long since grown familiar when one is discussing new arrivals at the front. But words of advice may be spoken to good
effect, nevertheless. | can remember with heartfelt gratitude more than one straight tip that saved me from undue exposure to danger and
unnecessary hardship. The cross-roads in a village in this part of the world, said my General to me one day in October, 1914, when our division
was holding the Messines line, is a good place to avoid when possible....
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