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Excerpt: . . . available no later than 6 months in advance of submitting the license 4 application. In February 2005, DOE announced that it does
not expect the repository to open until 2012 at the earliest, which is more than 14 years later than the 1998 goal specified by the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982. More recently, the conference report for DOEs fiscal year 2006 appropriations observed that further significant schedule
slippages for submitting a license application are likely. Further delays could arise from factors such as the time needed for EPA to establish
revised radiation standards for Yucca Mountain and for DOE to revise its technical documents in response. Such delays could be costly
because nuclear utilities, which pay for most of the disposal program through a fee on nuclear power, have sued DOE, seeking damages for
not starting the removal of spent nuclear fuel from storage at commercial reactors by the 1998 deadline. Estimates of the potential damages
vary widely, from DOEs estimate of about 5 billion to a nuclear industrys estimate of about 50 billion, but the cost for the damages will likely
rise if there are further delays to opening the repository. Given these schedule slippages, Congress has considered other options for
managing existing and future nuclear wastes, such as centralized interim storage at one or more DOE sites. The conference report for DOEs
fiscal year 2006 appropriations directed DOE to develop a spent nuclear fuel recycling plan to reuse the fuel. However, according to the policy
organization of the nuclear energy industry, no technological...
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