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Subject: Public lands -- United States. Excerpt: ... 12 BLM; 4 jointly managed by the Park Service and BLM; 7 managed by the Park Service; and
3jointly managed by the BLM and the Forest Service. In addition to these wilderness areas, our bill releases from Wilderness Study Area status
acreage associated with each of the BLM and Forest Service areas we address. In fact, we release three BLM study areas in their entirety. Two
of these areas will eventually accommodate growth at the north end of the Las Vegas Valley and help provide jobs for decades into the future.
We have provided for wilderness management protocols that address the particu-lar circumstances of southern Nevada. For example, we
explicitly require the Sec-retary of the Interior to allow for the construction, maintenance, and replacement of water catchments known as
guzzlers when and where that action will enhance wilderness wildlife resources. In addition, we believe that the use of motor vehicles should
be allowed to achieve these purposes when and where it is the minimum tool necessary to accomplish the task, and it does not require the
creation of new roads. Some wilderness purists argue that these man-made guzzler tanks disturb the naturally functioning ecosystems of the
Mohave Desert. | respect this view, but | believe that these projects help restore more natural function to ecosystems that have been forever
fragmented by development, including roads. These projects, which are privately funded by dedicated sportsmen like Clint Bentley, who will
tes-tify later today on behalf of the Nevada Land Users Coalition, have a legitimate place in southern Nevada wilderness, and this bill is clear
on that point. In our effort to create a fair...
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