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Ehg books, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The 20th century
German philosopher Ernst Cassirer (1874-1945) in his famous work An Essay on Man stated that man is a symbolic animal (animal symbolism)
and art maybe defined as a kind of lang uag e of symbols . Following  his path, the American esthetician Susanne K. Lang er (1895-1985) further
stated that Art is the creation of forms symbolic of human feeling  . In other words, the work of art in a broad sense is the expression of
emotion. This form of expression is art symbol. The basic functional ability of art is to use symbols in conveying  human emotions . This theory
of art symbol opened up a new way of thinking  in modern esthetics and profoundly influenced the development of modern art especially
Abstractionism. In China, the Yin-Shang  Oracle Bone Inscriptions (OBI) can be reg arded as the oldest written lang uag e known to date. It is a
symbol distilled and took shape from living  experience. At that time, the inscription already possessed not only the characteristics of
pictog raphs and ideog raphs in the construction of Chinese characters, as later noted in Xu Shen s (ca. 58-ca.147) Six Callig raphy Style but also
evolved into an eleg ant and stylized symbol. Since the late Qing  Dynasty, the inscription has been recog nized as a writing  script in addition to
the reg ular, cursive, clerical and seal scripts. In the 1950 s Mr. Wuji Zhao (1921-2013) was the first artist who used OBI in his earlier oil painting s. In
these painting s, the inscription-induced abstract symbol used as his creative element touched oJ a g reat deal of excitement in the art world.
Now, to look at Wen-Hsien Wu s OBI inspired art work, we see his use of a realistic approach to...
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