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***** How would you feel, what would you do upon learning that the name you had grown up with was completely phony? It happened to me
in middle age, with a husband and two grown-up children at the centre of my world. And for several years | simply didn t believe it! Would you
believe an old man so confused by Alzheimers that he no longer recognized his wife and daughter? Would you be annoyed, even angry with a
parent who hid your relatives from you? Deprived you of finding your roots? Would you care enough to start sleuthing? For years Mother and |
had been suspicious that this loving and supportive husband and father was lying to us about his past. We had never met his family. In my early
twenties | had made a few inquiries, all in vain. Now | began by sending out more letters, still dubious that Dad had at last told us the truth. |
was blown away when Ara Kaye, Reference Specialist at the State Historical Society of Missouri, helped me locate our whole family of Fritons,
uncles, aunts and all, in the 1900 U.S. Census. | believe my hands were shaking as | read about Ruskin, his parents, and grandparents in old
St.Louis. Completely captivated, | spent the next ten years churning out hundreds of queries to government agencies, military headquarters,
libraries, veterans groups.across the United States and as faraway as Germany, wherever clues and hunches led me. | found my relatives in
St.Louis, the present generation, who knew about the son who had vanished and was never heard of again. We shared wonderful old letters,
documents, and photos, and |...
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