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Swanwick, Derbyshire, June 26th to July 5th, 1915 But this desire of his for disinterestedness, just because itis anillusion, does in practice often
go wrong. Instead of living and dying for the species, he insists on living and dying for his country; and so, as at the present moment, involves
himself in gigantic con?icts which certainly do not assist the species any more than the individual to survive. That, as | understand it, is the
biological theory of life which Is always tending to become a religion or at least to justify the religion of patriotism. I do not myself understand
how it satisfies the intelligence of anybody but it exists, and it is one of the causes Of the present war. Only one Of the causes, because men do
instinctively want to fight with each other but they also want instinctively to justify whatever they do, including fighting and they get a
justification, they get the moral pleasure which they need, out Of this biological theory of life. They cannot get a justification out Of Christianity,
although some of them try; and therefore they have this other religion opposed to Christianity, and the business of Christianity at the present
moment is to fight the other religion intellectually no less than morally. According to Christianity disinterestedness is possible to man. He
cannot now attain to it perfectly, but he can aim at it, and his business in this life is to aim at it and not to aim at living. Therefore Christianity,
apart from any purely theological beliefs, does state...
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