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***** In November 2003 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed a policy regarding a type of wastewater treatment practice called
blending. Some cities use blending to manage peak flows of water and waste into wastewater treatment plants during and after storms as a
way to prevent conditions that otherwise result in raw sewage backups into homes and other buildings or overflows into nearby waters.
Blending involves routing excess wastewater around the plant s biological treatment processes and recombining this excess flow with fully
treated wastewater before discharging it to a stream or lake. EPA officials say that the agency may decide by this summer whether to issue a
final version of the blending policy, which is intended to clarify when the practice can be allowed and still adhere to Clean Water Act
regulations and requirements.
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