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Demand *****.Excerpt from A Standard History of Elkhart County, Indiana: An Authentic Narrative of the Past, With Particular Attention to the
Modern Era in the Commercial, Industrial, Educational, Civic and Social Development What is now the State of Indiana, the common wealth of
a century, has developed into a civic body of remarkable interest and variety. Its people and its institutions have a national fame for their virility
and vitality. For several generations we have been rather proud of the European assertion that there is no mistaking the American or Yankee,
wherever he may travel. The citizen of the United States likewise asserts, positively and affectionately, that the Hoosier is known by all
Americans from coast to coast and from the Canadian to the Mexican lines. The people of northern Indiana have especially developed into the
energetic, electrical, complex, inspiring type of Hoosierdom, from which have evolved men and women of distinctive fame in literature,
statecraft and business and industrial life. The reasons for the fact are centered both in natural and historical forces, all of which are well
illustrated in the organization and growth of Elkhart County. Divided into three great triangular tracts by the valleys of the St. Joseph and
Elkhart rivers, the county saw the racial life both of the reds and whites develop mainly in their valleys. The power and the beauties of those
streams have served a double purpose; the early industries and commerce of the region were founded and, at the same time, the higher
influences of nature were at work. As the years passed and the river trade was replaced by railroad commerce, not only were these towns
developed, but others...
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