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student of the Berditchev Chasidim, dies young in a flash flood; his nephew, JakobJoel, who breaks with Chasid tradition and goes to MIT, is
vaguely haunted by the uncle he never met. As a teenager, Joel reads the Book of Tales by Nachman, the historically real founder of the rival
Bratislav Chasid, to the distress of his father, R. Moshele, the son of the ""Berditchever"" and founder of the Monsey, NY., yeshiva. R.
Moshele's worries increase as Joel becomes subject to seizures, takes an unauthorized journey to Nachman's grave in Uman, Ukraine, and is
quietly expelled from the yeshiva. Unbeknownst t.
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