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Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2008 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)268777124 Subject: Military planning -- Effect of technological
innovations on. Excerpt: . .. people that have worked on the F A-22, it is apparent that its phenomenal capability has come at the price of many
thousands, perhaps a million, man-years. Much has changed in the world since the initial formulation of requirements for the F A-22. In 1981,
the President of the United States was Ronald Reagan, and the Prime Minister of New Zealand was Robert Muldoon. The military-strategic
environment was dominated by fears of nuclear war, and Afghanistan was sending a chill through superpower relations after a brief period of
dtente. Since then, the United States has gone through three more Presidents ( and will soon have a fourth ), and New Zealand has seen
seven more Prime Ministers on the Treasury benches. China, rather than the Soviet Union, has become the greatest threat to American power.

It is rather unlikely that Russian tanks will stream through the Fulda Gap on a few hours notice, protected by an umbrella of Su-27s that requires
the attentions of the F A-22. The above points should not be seen as asserting that the F A-22 has no relevance to the contemporary
environment; that is far from the truth, and later examination of the strategic environment will indicate that. The sheer capability envelope of
the F A-22 grants it the flexibility to operate in almost any sort of military environment. The point is that technological development has lagged
substantially behind changes in the global situation. Let us now go back into time to examine what was the F A-22 ofits day,...
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