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fear of the 'Year 2000'-threat (Y2K) became a milestone for the 'Information Ag e', a term coined for the post-industrial stag e of leading
countries [ ] when information and information technolog ies become the main strateg ic national resource which results in an avalanche
g rowth of information dependence in all spheres of society and state activities. . In org anisations the awareness of the dependence on
information has led to corporate initiatives to treat information as an asset, which includes various eIorts for its protection. Manag ement
trends such as 'knowledg e manag ement' have identified 'knowledg e sharing ' as a new means for achieving  competitive advantag e, thus
promoting  information to be disseminated. Due to an ever closer relationship with customers, suppliers and even competitors, org anisations
have expanded their 'information network' outside of the orig inal boundaries. The dualism of protection of information assets on the one
hand and a free flow of information has been identified to become a challeng e for org anisations, described as [ ] how to satisfy this need to
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