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was an African-American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman. AGer escaping  from slavery, he became a leader of the
abolitionist movement, g aining  note for his dazzling  oratory and incisive antislavery writing s. He stood as a living  counter-example to
slaveholders arg uments that slaves lacked the intellectual capacity to function as independent American citizens. Even many Northerners at
the time found it hard to believe that such a g reat orator had once been a slave. Doug lass wrote several autobiog raphies. He described his
experiences as a slave in his 1845 autobiog raphy, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Doug lass, an American Slave, which became a bestseller and
influential in supporting  abolition, as did the second, My Bondag e and My Freedom (1855). AGer the Civil War, Doug lass remained an active
campaig ner ag ainst slavery and wrote his last autobiog raphy, Life and Times of Frederick Doug lass. First published in 1881 and revised in 1892,
three years before his death, it covered events during  and aGer the Civil War. Doug lass also actively supported women s suIrag e, and held
several public oIices. Without his approval, Doug lass became the first African American nominated for Vice President of the United States as
the running  mate and Vice Presidential nominee of Victoria Woodhull, on the radical and visionary Equal Rig hts Party ticket. A firm believer in
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to do rig ht and with nobody to do wrong . Doug lass s best-known work is his first autobiog raphy Narrative of the Life of Frederick Doug lass,
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