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DROWNED AND DAMMED: C OLONIAL C APIT ALISM AND FLOOD C ONT ROL IN EAST ERN INDIA     
(PAPERBAC K)

OUP India, India, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The water question in India has several contentious
dimensions, be they inter-state river disputes, g roundwater extraction by private corporations, farmer ag itations for irrig ation water, or urban
anxieties over meeting  water needs. Rohan D Souza arg ues that the British project of flood control in the Orissa Delta was principally political
in intent, aimed at anchoring  their presence in the area. In Drowned and Dammed he comprehensively reconsiders the debate on the colonial
environmental watershed and its hydraulic leg acy in India. Colonial capitalism soug ht to dominate the Orissa Delta s many rivers by bring ing
about an unprecedented ecolog ical rupture. Throug h the rubric of flood control, British rule instituted capitalist private property in land and re-
shaped the reg ion s hydrolog y with physical infrastructures such as embankments, canal networks, and dams. The Orissa delta was thus
dramatically transformed from a flood-dependent ag rarian reg ime into a flood-vulnerable landscape.
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