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Th e Fam e Lun ch es: On  W oun ded Icon s, Mon ey,        
Sex , th e Bron t  

By Daphne Merkin

Picador. Paperback. Condition: New. 416 pag es. A wide-rang ing  collection of essays by one of
Americas most perceptive critics of popular and literary cultureFrom one of Americas most
insig htful and independent-minded critics comes a remarkable new collection of essays, her
first in more than fifteen years. Daphne Merkin bring s her sig nature combination of wit, candor,
and penetrating  intellig ence to a wide array of subjects that touch on every aspect of
contemporary culture, from the hig h calling  of the literary life to the poig nant underside of
celebrity to our collective fixation on fame. Sometimes it seems to me that the private life no
long er suffices for many of us, she writes, that if we are not observed by others doing
g lamorous thing s, we mig ht as well not exist. Merkins eleg ant, widely admired profiles g o
beneath the g lossy faades of neon-lit personalities to consider their vulnerabilities and
demons, as well as their enduring  hold on us. As her title essay explains, she writes in order to
save myself throug h saving  wounded icons . . . Famous people . . . who required my
intervention on their behalf because only I understood the desolation that drove them. Here
one will encounter a g allery of...
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Complete g uideline for publication fans. I am quite late in start reading  this one, but better then never. It is extremely di;icult to leave it before
concluding , once you beg in to read the book.
-- Lle we llyn Te rry    

Unquestionably, this is actually the very best work by any article writer. It usually does not price a lot of. Once you beg in to read the book, it is
extremely difficult to leave it before concluding .
-- Aug us tine  P fa nne rs till         
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