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EDMUNDS (PAPERBAC K)

Pen Sword Books Ltd, United King dom, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The trial which terminated
yesterday.revealed one of the strang est and most horrible stories possibly ever told in a court of justice. (Morning  Post). When the news broke
in 1871 of a series of mysterious poisoning s in Brig hton, shock and horror g ripped the Victorian public. Even more disturbing  was the
revelation that the culprit was not a common criminal but rather a local lady of fortune called Christiana Edmunds. From March 1871 Christiana
had sent out dozens of poisoned chocolates and sweets to Brig hton s residents. Her campaig n resulted in the death of four-year-old
holidaymaker Sidney Barker, and wounded countless others. Her arrest in Aug ust 1871 provoked such an emotional response from the local
public that her trial was moved from Brig hton to London s Old Bailey. The prosecution anticipated an easy victory. Christiana had not
confessed, but witnesses confirmed that she had purchased strychnine and their testimonies placed her at the scene of the crimes. She had a
motive too, arg ued the prosecution; she was a scorned woman.Despite the best eIorts of the defence, the jury took only one hour to convict
her of the murder of Sidney Barker and the attempted murder of three others. In a last dramatic twist, Christiana was reprieved aJer being
declared insane by the Home OIice and lived out her days in Broadmoor. Along side Christiana s case, the book will oIer a snapshot of life in
Brig hton, one of Victorian Eng land s busiest and most popular leisure resorts. However, this wholesome holiday destination also had a
steamy underworld of sexual licence, which reached even seeming ly secure middle-class young  women.
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