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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Battle
of Flodden: Fought 9 Sept. 1513 During the reign of James IV., which extended from 1488 to 1513, Scotland underwent great improvement in the
arts and in the general administration of justice. The entrance of that monarch into public life was unfavourable; for, about his seventeenth
year, he appeared in arms against his father, when the latter was slain, and by way of atone ment for such error, he occasionally shut himself
up for days in religious seclusion, and wore around his body an iron chain, to which he an hexed some additional weight every year. But when
such periods of penance were over, he entered freely into society, and by his bland de portment to the nobles, and kindly hearing to the
lowest of his subjects, he was much beloved and highly honoured. His love of sports and frolicksome disposition gained him, wherever he
went, the cordial sym pathy and attachment of his people. He paid much attention to the art of healing, and prided himself upon being the
best curer of wounds in his dominions. By his great constitutional vigour and temperate living, he practised with success all bodily exercises;
and such was the order he maintained in his kingdom, that, with his cloak thrown around him and his hunting-knife by his side, he could have
mounted on horse back, and, without a single attendant, travelled upwards of a hundred miles in perfect safety. Though no great scholar
himself, he well knew the value of learning; for having a natural son, instead of appointing him to any office of civil importance, he placed him
atPadua, in Italy, under charge of the celebrated Erasmus, and such were...
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