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*****.In October 2008, the forces of the National Cong ress for the Defense of the Cong olese People (CNDP), under the command of General
Laurent Nkunda, launched a major oFensive ag ainst the Democratic Republic of Cong o Armed Forces (FARDC) in eastern Cong o. Within days,
the CNDP captured a number of small towns and Cong olese forces retreated in larg e numbers. Eastern Cong o has been in a state of chaos for
over a decade. The first rebellion to oust the late President Mobutu Sese Seko beg an in the city of Goma in the mid-1990s. The second
rebellion in the late 1990s beg an also in eastern Cong o. The root causes of the current crisis are the presence of over a dozen militia and
extremist g roups, both foreig n and Cong olese, in eastern Cong o, and the failure to fully implement peace ag reements sig ned by the parties.
Over the past 14 years, the former Rwandese armed forces and the Interhamwe militia have been g iven a safe haven in eastern Cong o and
have carried out many attacks inside Rwanda and ag ainst Cong olese civilians. A Ug andan rebel g roup, the Lord s Resistance Army (LRA), is
also in Cong o, despite an ag reement reached between the LRA and the g overnment of Ug anda. In .
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