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these identities have been more fluid and these diBerences less unbridg eable than political leaders, media commentators and some
historians would have us believe. Throug hout history, in fact, fruitful conversations have continually taken place across these alleg edly
impermeable boundaries of identity: the world, as Cannadine shows, has never been simply and starkly divided between any two adversarial
solidarities but always an interplay of overlapping  constituencies. Yet our public discourse is polarized more than ever around the same
simplistic divisions, and Manichean narrative has become the default mode to explain everything  that is happening  in the world today. With
wide-rang ing  erudition, David Cannadine compelling ly arg ues ag ainst the pervasive and pernicious idea that conflict is the inevitable state of
human affairs. The Undivided Past is an urg ently needed work of history, one that is also about the present and the future.
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