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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** Excerpt from The St. Ignatius Collegian, Vol. 10: Chicago, Ill., November 1910 At last we fly. We leave mother earth far below us as
we speed up, up, up. We journey long distances from city to city, we cross large bodies of water, we turn, we twist, we soar, much like the
feathered inhabitants of the sky. At last man has gained his highest ambition, that of conquering the air. This desire of man to fly has been
uppermost in his mind from the very earliest ages. What delightful dreams must the author of that imaginative story of Icarus have had when
he could so vividly portray the construction of the wings, the subsequent flight and the sad death of the flyer. Man has erected buildings that
tower vauntingly into the sky, he has climbed mountains thousands of feet in height, but he had never launched himself out into the blue and
sailed like a ship on a quiet sea. To him, the sky was a place of perfect quiet, where the little birds held sway and whence the lazy clouds
looked down upon the toil and bustle of a grimy world. Indeed its pure simplicity had fascinated man and he must needs examine it at close
hand. But what an enormous undertaking had he attempted and what great obstacles were to be overcome! Working with what knowledge
science had given him man began to study the air. He found that it was an extremely light element and that, consequently, to sustain a body
in it, rapid movements like those of a bird s wings were required. Hence he examined the bird and to his chagrin found that...
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