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***** Cripps the Carrier: a woodland tale, is a novel by Richard Doddridge Blackmore, author of Lorna Doone. It was first published in 1876 and

is set in the then rural area of Headington just outside Oxford to the east and the road to London. Plot: The story is set in the 1830s in rural
Oxfordshire. The main thread of the narrative follows the fortunes or misfortunes of Grace Oglander, the daughter of an Oxfordshire Squire.

She is borne off from the residence of her aunt by the machinations of a villainous attorney, who entraps her into his power by the expedient of
a forged letter from her father. The latter, anxiously expecting his daughter s return, receives by the carrier a sack of potatoes, and in it a long

coil of bright golden hair, accompanied by the brutal superscription- All you will ever see of her. Scarcely a doubt remains in his mind as to the

fate of poor Grace, and his fears are confirmed by the testimony of Esther Cripps, the carrier s sister, who, in a belated walk, is the witness ofa

ghastly deed-the burial of the uncoffined body of a young girl in a ravine called the Gipsy s Grave. [3] Grace herself is in the meantime safely
ensconced in the depths of the Oxford forest under the care of Miss Patch, the governess, and makes such good use of her natural gifts that
she enthrals the heart of Kit Sharp, the attorney s son. For him, both she and her large fortune were designed by his unscrupulous father; but
an unforeseen difficulty is interposed by the traitorous conduct of Kit himself.When he discovers that the girlis...
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