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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In a g rowing  number of
instances aCer the cold war, the United Nations and other international actors have soug ht to rebuild or establish new political institutions in
states or territories recovering  from violent conflict. From Afg hanistan, Iraq and the western Balkans to less prominent wars in Africa, Asia, the
Caribbean, Central America and the South Pacific, the international community s response involves extensive intrusions into the domestic
aDairs of sovereig n states. Extending  beyond the narrow mandates of traditional peacekeeping  and humanitarian relief operations, these
interventions aspire to reconstitute local power within a democratic framework. This book examines the evolution of international
peacebuilding  during  this tumultuous period, identifying  the factors that limit the prog ress of international actors to institutionalize
democratic authority and the rule of law in war-shattered societies. Based on extensive field research, it g ives particular attention to
Afg hanistan s Bonn Ag reement process (2001-2005) and Post-Bonn period (2006-2009), in which the country s multiple, competing  forms of
authority (e.g ., relig ious leaders, tribal elders, militia commanders, and technocrats) challeng ed eDorts to create modern forms of political
authority rooted in democratic norms and the rule of law. Despite the sig nificant risks involved, this volume arg ues that the institutionalization
of democratic leg al authority can create the conditions and framework necessary to mediate competing  domestic interests and to address
the root causes of a conflict peacefully. At the same time, one overlooked problem of international peacebuilding  stems from the diverg ent
conceptions, between international oDicials and the local population, of authority and its sources of leg itimacy. By helping  a conflict-aDected
society reconcile the inherent tensions between competing  forms of authority and, over time, deepen democracy-rather than lower the
metrics for prog ress and conditions for exit, international peacebuilders can contribute to...
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