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Sadly, the number of people who live in poverty, who suffer from hunger or food insecurity number more than 4 million or more children and
many millions of adults and seniors. Indeed, Mr. Chairman, these are serious issues that affect all Americans, and | thank you for this hearing. |
look forward to hearing the witnesses who have come. Chairman Nussle. Thank you. | ask unanimous consent that all the members be given 7
days to submit statements for the record. Without objection, so ordered. The prepared statement of Mr. Matheson follows: Prepared
Statement of Hon. Jim Matheson, a Representative in Congress From the State of Utah Chairman Nussle, Mr. Spratt, members of the
committee. | am very pleased that the committee has decided to take up this important topic today. Too often | am afraid that our hearings
are not focused on the true plights of those we represent. We talk about a lot of important issues, but often without relevance to the day-to-
day lives of working Americans. This hearing is about those day-to-day lives. The challenges that face the working poor in this country
continue to be immense despite years of economic growth and even declining welfare roles. Many Americans are still struggling to make ends
meet. Understanding the core sources of those struggles, is essential for Congress to actin one of its mostimportant roles, as a steward over
the public welfare. In preparation for this hearing, | have spent some time trying to understand something about the working poor that live in
my home state...
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