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John Blake Publishing  Ltd, United King dom, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. On the morning  of 9
February 2014, when Sam Smith woke up and saw the four statuettes he d taken home from the previous nig ht s Grammy Awards Ceremony, it
must have felt like a dream come true. At only twenty-two years old and coming  just eig ht months aHer the US release of his debut album, In
the Lonely Hour, calling  Sam Smith s victory an overnig ht success story seemed wholly appropriate. In fact, Sam had been working  towards
releasing  his own music for over a decade and training  his voice for even long er. AHer falling  under the spell of Whitney Houston and Chaka
Khan as a child, straining  his voice to imitate them and match their incredible vocal rang es, tuition from a local jazz sing er and time spent in a
local theatre g roup and youth choir encourag ed Sam to pursue sing ing  as a career. But Sam s first attempts to become a professional sing er
floundered and leH him disillusioned and jaded. By the time he turned eig hteen, Sam had seen six diIerent manag ers come and g o, he d
recorded a whole album s worth of song s which were never released and he was beg inning  to think he d never g et his big  break. Then in 2010,
g iving  himself one more year to make it, Sam moved to London. AHer spending  a year working  full-time in a bar, a chance encounter with Elvin
Smith, a fellow musician turned artist manag er, chang ed Sam s life forever. In just over eig hteen months, Sam s voice had featured on a
number-one song  and he was about to sig n his own major label deal. The song s Sam wrote for his debut album would g o on to capture the...
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