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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Traumatic
brain injury (TBI) is an alteration in brain function or other evidence of brain patholog y caused by an external force. TBI is a sig nificant public
health issue in the U.S., with an estimated 1.7 million TBIs per year from 2002 to 2006. Of those injured each year from 2002 to 2006, 1.37 million
were treated and released from emerg ency departments, 275,000 were hospitalized, and 50,000 died from their injuries. Incidence is hig hest
among  children, adolescents, and young  adults, but hospitalization and death occur most oHen among  those ag e 75 and older. Major
causes of TBIs include falls (35.2 ), motor vehicle crashes (17.3 ), struck by/ag ainst events (16.5 ), assaults (10 ), and other/unknown (21 ); and,
for military personnel or survivors of terrorist attacks, explosions/blasts. Blast incidents account for the majority of combat injuries, 60 of which
result in TBI. TBIs are categ orized as mild, moderate, or severe according  to acute injury characteristics that sug g est the extent of damag e to
the brain. Multiple measures are used to assess severity, including  structural imag ing  finding s; duration of loss of consciousness, altered
consciousness and/or post-traumatic amnesia; the Glasg ow Coma Scale (GCS) score; and the Abbreviated Injury Severity Scale score.
Althoug h experts in the field believe that comprehensive multidisciplinary postacute rehabilitation is the best approach for addressing
impairments from moderate to severe TBI, access to these services can be problematic. Health insurance reimbursement policies may limit the
deg ree to which patients can participate in rehabilitation prog rams. Uncertainty about which patients are likely to benefit from specific
rehabilitation prog rams contributes to lack of full coverag e, and impedes advocacy e?orts for appropriate care. Our review di?ers from prior
efforts in several ways. We emphasize selected patient...
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