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for Portland Cement manufacture, and widely distributed throughout the state. Coal and labor are abundant and cheap, transportation
facilities are excellent, and many of the best limestone and chalk localities are situated on navigable rivers, giving ready access and cheap
water transportation to Galveston, New Orleans, Mobile, Charleston, and other ports of the Gulf and Atlantic Coasts. This advantage of
location will be immensely increased when work is begun on the Isthmian canal, for cement plants located in Alabama will be more than a
thousand miles nearer to the Isthmus than their nearest possible competitors. The limestones and shales of the northern part of the state lie
so close to each other and above all, so close to the great coal mines which must supply the fuel, that the establishment of CEMENT
RESOURCES: TRENTON LIMESTONE. 43 Portland cement plants near the coal mines would give to this industry in Alabamathe same
advantages which the proximity of the iron ore, the coal, and the stone has given to the iron industry, and which has placed our state beyond
competition. As a Portland cement mixture, ready for burning, consists approximately of 75 per cent. lime carbonate and 25 per cent. of clayey
matter, the material furnishing the lime carbonate is necessarily of more economic importance than that from which the silica and alumina are
derived. In consequence, a Portland cement plant is usually located in the immediate vicinity of...
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