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*****The readers of The Literary World, who often have the pleasure of reading her appreciative criticisms of current literature, will especially
welcome the incidental personal information which Mr. Stedman gives conceming the brilliant and accomplished writer of these six stories.
Though bearing the Italian name of her husband, of whom she was very soon bereaved after marriage, Mrs. Cavazza is a native and resident of
Portland, Maine. The impression which these most sympathetic stories of Calabrian humble life will undoubtedly make is that their author has
studied the Italian peasantry on the spot. It is, however, a very striking testimony to Mrs. Cavazza s imaginative power that she has written
these stories, which seem to breathe the very atmosphere of Italy and to enter into the very heart of Calabrian peasant life, without having set
foot on Italian soil. Of the six tales here included, A Calabrian Penelope was printed some years ago in the New Princeton Review, and, if we
mistake not, was the first story from Mrs. Cavazza s pen to be printed in any of the larger periodicals. A Trumpet Call appeared in the Atlantic a
few months since, and The Story of Cirillo more recently in Two Tales; the other three, Don Finimondone, The Tree of the Bride, and Princess
Hummingbird -- a story of Italian patrician life -- are, we believe, here printed for the first time. Each one of these sketches shows the sure touch
and the constructive instinct of a born artist in letters. They begin firmly, go on attractively, and end in no lame or impotent conclusion. The
choice of particulars in the descriptive passages, the very lifelike conversations, and the occasional epigrammatic sayings...
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