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e Westminster Abbey is located near the Houses of Parliament and the Thames River in London. It was built in the Gothic style. It has a
huge, vaulted ceiling and pointed arches. The aisles are narrow, making the central area (the nave) seem taller, longer, and thinner than it is.
There are many stone carvings decorating the abbey. Originally, they would have been brightly colored. Some 3,300 people have been buried
in the abbey and its grounds. The building contains monuments, statues, gravestones, and floor slabs bearing the names of the dead. The
grave of the Unknown Warrior, whose remains were brought from Flanders (Belgium) in 1920, is in the center of the nave near the west door.
History Monks of the Benedictine order of the Roman Catholic Church first settled on the site of Westminster Abbey more than 1,000 years ago.
They built a monastery, or place where they could live and worship. In the 1040s King Edward the Confessor established his royal palace
nearby. Edward decided to rebuild the monastery and called it West Minster (Saint Paul s Cathedral, in East London, was known as East
Minster at the time). Edward died a few days after the new building was finished. His body was buried in front of the High Altar, although it was
later moved. Few parts of the original West Minster remain because it was rebuilt over the years. In the 1200s King Henry Ill wanted a new
cathedral to be built in the Gothic style that was popular at the time. His builders tore down all of the old building except for the nave. The new
Westminster was designed as a monastery, a place of worship, and somewhere...
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