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Demand *****.Excerpt from Papers of the General Conference: Of the Cong reg ational Churches in Connecticut, 1877 Samuel Nott was pastor of
the church in Franklin, Conn., for a period of seventy years, ending  in 1852. The story of his early life striking ly illustrates the providence of God
in training  men for his work. Something  of that early history must be noted, if we would know the man. In 1756 the Rev. Abraham Nott, of
Saybrook, on his death-bed expressed the wish that his g randson, then two years of ag e, mig ht be educated for the ministry, and
bequeathed to him his library. The parents of the little boy purposed to fulfill this wish, but in a few years financial misfortunes reduced the
family to extreme poverty, and made it impossible to carry out this intention. All must work for a living . Between the ag es of eig ht and twenty
the life of Samuel was one of almost constant manual labor. He tried his hand at many thing s; and it proved a hand that could do many thing s
well. Before he attained his majority he mig ht have called himself a blacksmith, a farmer, a shoemaker, a tanner, or a mason; and proved his
rig ht to each title by creditable work. With a mind naturally quick and versatile, he had also an industry, and perseverance, and an ambition to
excel, which made him a favorite with his employers. In homes of poverty and toil like his have been reared many of the noblest and most
useful sons of New Eng land. His parents were of Puritan stock and Puritan principles. The mother, really the mainstay of the family, was a
woman of superior mind...
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