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The general idea of this system is, First, the division and arrangement of the books, in such principal and subordinate classes, as will make it
most easy to determine what works the Library contains, on any topic, and in what part of the collection books on any given subject are to be
found; and, Second, the numbering and arranging them on the shelves in such a way that they can be most readily found without consulting a
catalogue, or stopping, to ascertain the shelf number. In working out this idea it was found that all the books in any library of a general
character, could be gathered into about twenty primary groups or classes, each of which would have a certain completeness, and would
embrace a kind of book that was not included in any other class; and also, that the works in each of these several groups or classes, while
having certain characteristics in common, yet had peculiarities which furnish ground for the formation of subordinate classes. Some of these
primary classes could readily be divided into fifteen or more secondary classes, while others required only six or eight; and it seemed
altogether best, to make such an arrangement of classes, and sub-classes, as would be at once recognized as natural and convenient in
practical operation. In making this distribution into classes, it was found that about one half of the old divisions in the Library, could be
retained as primary classes in the new arrangement, with more or less of transferring ofindividual books; among these classes...
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