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Forg otten Books, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Economical
Geolog y of Illinois, Vol. 2 The barrens, as that term is understood in this reg ion, consist of low hills and ridg es, covered with a dense g rowth of
tall g rasses and quite destitute of timber, or with only a few scattering  trees: The sub-soil on these barrens is similar to that above described,
and consists of the same white sandy loam, but their surface con fig uration aEords a complete drainag e, and they have therefore sustained a
better g rowth of veg etation, which has formed a few inches of g ood soil, hig hly charg ed with humus. The barrens become dry early in the
spring , from their better surface drainag e, and resist the, drouth better than the ?ats, because the soil is more porous, and absorbs more
moisture from the atmosphere. The absence of timber on them appears to be due to the annual fires that sweep over them, fed by the tall
g rasses that cover the sur face, a conclusion that is sustained by the fact that as the country is settled, and the fires are kept out, a vig orous
g rowth of young  trees soon covers the surface. The barrens merg e into the post oak hills, which are Similar ridg es, covered with a heavy
g rowth of timber, consisting  in part of post oak, with black oak, black-jack, hickory, etc. The white oak is confined mainly to the breaks of the
streams. The principal creek bottoms within the barren reg ion have a soil very similar to that of the ?ats, but a little coarser, and containing  a
g reater per cent. Of veg etable mould, rendering  them as dark colored as the prairie soils. The timber is very tall and heavy, and consists
principally of the swamp...
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