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*****The vast majority of the nation s students will complete their schooling without ever being touched by peer violence. Nevertheless, recent
school attacks carried out by students have shaken the image of schools as reliably safe and secure environments in which the qualifications
of teachers and the efficacy of the educational curricula are the most pressing concemns of educators and parents. Televised images of
frightened and injured students fleeing school grounds have imprinted themselves on the American consciousness. Columbine, the Littleton,
Colo. high school that on April 20, 1999, was the scene of the most violent of the school attacks recorded to date in the United States, has
entered contemporary vocabulary as a national symbol of the violence that claimed the lives of 14 students and a teacher on that day.
Incidents of targeted school violence occurred in 37 communities across the country between December 1974 and May 2000. Compared to the
other types of violence and crime children face both in and outside of school, school-based attacks are rare. While the Department of
Education reports that 60 million children attend the nation s 119,000 schools, available statistics indicate that few of these students will fall
prey to serious violence in school settings. However, highly publicized school shootings have created uncertainty about the safety and
security of this country s schools and generated fear that an attack might occur in any school, in any community. Increased national attention
to the problem of school violence has prompted educators, law enforcement officials, mental health professionals, and parents to press for
answers to two central questions: Could we have known that these attacks were being planned? and, if so, What could...
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