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Synopsis The Y Character of the Colonial State Violent Conflict Violent Conflict and The Zulu Strug g le for Independence. A People Divided The
oscillating  strug g le between state repression and the town uprising  had reached a deadlock by the mid-1980s. The uprising  remained a
primarily town aEair. Meanwhile, the g lobal situation was chang ing  fast, with g lasnost coming  to the Soviet Union and the cold war thawing .
Ag ainst this backg round the South African g overnment tried to recover a lost initiative throug h several impressive chang es and reforms. The
more the g overnment rushed into restructuring  Y character of state (indirect rule), the worse the situation became reg arding  violence, and the
country was in an uncontrollable situation. This started in the 1970s and became desperate. During  1970-1985, South Africa vacillated between
reform and reaEirmation of the repressive reg ime known as Separate Development/apartheid . As expected, reforms that integ rated housing ,
jobs and reforms that leg itimated the rig hts of black labour unions propelled protest by Black Africans ag ainst Apartheid , but so did reforms
that excluded Black Africans from nationality increased. The first was the 1986 removal of influx control and the abolition of pass laws, by that
overturning  the leg acy of forced removals. It was as if the g overnment, by throwing  open the town g ates to country mig rants, anticipated they
would flock to townships and put out the fires of town rebellion. As a result they g athered. By 1993, according  to most estimates, the shanty
population surrounding  many townships was at around seven million - nearly a fiIh of the total population. Many were mig rants from
countryside areas. The second initiative came in 1990 with the release of political prisoners and the un-banning  of exile-based org anizations.
The g overnment had...
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