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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In this colorful and
consistently eng ag ing  work, law and economics professor Gillian Hadfield picks up where New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman leB oC
in his influential 2005 book, The World is Flat. Friedman was focused on the infrastructure of communications and technolog y-the new web-
based platform that allows business to follow the hunt for lower costs, hig her value and g reater eCiciency around the planet seeming ly
oblivious to the boundaries of nation states. Hadfield peels back this technolog ical platform to look at the structure that lies beneath -our leg al
infrastructure, the platform of rules about who can do what, when and how. OBen taken for g ranted, economic g rowth throug hout human
history has depended at least as much on the evolution of new systems of rules to support ever-more complex modes of cooperation and
trade as it has on technolog ical innovation. When Goog le rolled out YouTube in over one hundred countries around the g lobe
simultaneously, for example, it faced not only the challeng es of technolog y but also the stag g ering  problem of how to build success in the
context of a bewildering  and oBen conflicting  patchwork of nation-state-based laws and leg al systems aCecting  every aspect of the business-
contract, copyrig ht, encryption, censorship, advertising  and more. Goog le is not alone. A study presented at the World Economic Forum in
Davos in 2011 found that for g lobal firms, the number one challeng e of the modern economy is increasing  complexity, and the number one
source of complexity is law. Today, even our startups, the eng ines of economic g rowth, are g lobal from Day One. Put simply, the law and leg al
methods on which we currently rely have failed to evolve along  with technolog y. They are increasing ly unable to cope with the speed,
complexity,...
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