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Mather: A Talelt mattered not what place had given them birth; it mattered little whether the Green Mountains of Vermont, the granite hills of
New Hampshire, or the shadowy forests of Wisconsin had sheltered their childhoods home; united in one cause they rallied round the Stars
and Stripes, and went forth to meet, not a foreign foe, but alas, to raise a brothers arm against another brothers arm in that most dreadful of
all anarchies, a national civil war. In the usually quiet village of Bockland the utmost interest was felt, and though there, as elsewhere, were
many whose hearts beat as warmly for their Southern friends as when the sun shone on a nation at peace, all felt the necessity of action, and
when at last the evening came in which the first war meeting of that place was to be held, a dense and promiscuous crowd wended its way to
the old brick church, whose hallowed walls echoed to the sound of fife and drum, strange music for the house of God, but more acceptable, in
that dark hour, than songs of praise sung by vain and thoughtless lips. In the centre of the church, the men were mostly congregated, while
the seats nearest the door were occupied by the women, - the wives and mothers and sisters who had come with aching hearts to see their
brothers, sons and husbands give their signatures to what seemed their sure death warrant. Conspicuous among these was Widow Simmes,
whose old-fashioned leghorn, with its faded green veil, was visible at all public gatherings, its broad frill of lace shading a pair of sharp grey
eyes, and a rather peculiar...
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