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POOR ROBIN S PROPHEC IES: A C URIOUS ALMANAC , AND T HE EVERYDAY MAT HEMAT IC S OF      
GEORGIAN BRIT AIN (HARDBAC K) 

Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2012. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Author, astrolog er, journalist,
satirist, and well-willer to the mathematics , Poor Robin of SaCron Walden was a fantastic, yet invented, fig ure of British popular culture from
the Restoration to the end of the Georg ian period. Poor Robin s Almanac first appeared in 1662, developing  an enthusiastic following  and long
outliving  its orig inal creator to last until 1828. Benjamin Wardhaug h tells the g reat story of Georg ian popular mathematics - throug h Poor
Robin s remarkable life, from his humble beg inning s as an almanac-writer throug h to best-selling  stardom, controversy, and decline. Using  the
character, wit, and columns of Poor Robin, Wardhaug h explores the mathematics of ordinary people, from learning  sums to using
mathematics in weig hing  and measuring , in business, ag riculture, map-making , and navig ation. This is a history of mathematics that is rarely
thoug ht about - creative, popular, and led by practical and social needs. It is centered on the ordinary people that used it. Their names remain
little-known; their solutions have vanished along  with the situations that required them; but their energ y and ideas - as captured by Poor
Robin - create a wonderfully rich picture of what mathematics can be, and has been.
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