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Before the Supreme Court of the United States, January 1848 Present - Chief Justice Taney, and Justices Wayne, McLean, Nelson, Woodbury,
and Grier. Justices Catron and Daniel were unable to sit in the cause, being confined by sickness, and Judge McKinley was not present. For the
Plaintiffs, Nathan Clifford, Attorney General of the United States, and B. F. Hallett. For the Defendants, Daniel Webster, John Whipple, and Alfred
Bosworth. It being arranged that the two causes should be argued together, Mr. Hallett opened for the Plaintiffs. May it please your Honors -
The first of these causes comes before this Court by writ of error to the Circuit Court of the United States for the District of Rhode Island, upon a
judgment pro forma against the plaintiff in error. The second is sent up from the same Court upon a certificate of division of opinion between
the two Judges. Both causes involve similar questions and principles, and therefore may with great propriety be argued together, the
distinction between them being, that in the first the distinct issue raised is the validity of the People s Constitution, which the plaintiff claims
was in force in Rhode Island; and in the second the question is definitely raised as to the force and validity of Martial Law, under which the
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Government rightfully superseded thereby, then the justification of the defendants fails in both cases. If,...
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