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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Charles Darwin s On the
Orig in of Species, arg uably the most important book written in Eng lish in the nineteenth century, transformed the way we looked at the world.
It is usually assumed that this is because the idea of evolution was so stag g ering ly powerful. Prize-winning  author Georg e Levine sug g ests
that much of its influence was due, in fact, to its artistry; to the way it was written. Alive with metaphor, vivid descriptions, twists, hesitations,
personal exclamations, and humour, the prose is imbued with the sorts of tensions, ambivalences, and feeling s characteristic of g reat
literature. Althoug h it is certainly a work of science, the Orig in is equally a work of literature, at home in the company of celebrated Victorian
novels such as Middlemarch and Bleak House, books that g ive us a unique yet recog nisable sense of what the world is really like, while not
being  literally true . Darwin s enormous cultural success, Levine contends, depended as much on the construction of his arg ument and the
nature of his lang uag e, as it did on the power of his ideas and his evidence. By challeng ing  the dominant reading  of his work, this
impassioned and energ etic book g ives us a Darwin who is comic rather than trag ic, ebullient rather than austere, and who takes delig ht in the
wild and fluid entang lement of thing s.
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