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Nsemia Inc., United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 147 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.This book makes the case for informal sector institutions in development theory. Throug h practical examples and interviews conducted in
Kenya, the author captures how ordinary people org anize themselves to meet daily economic and development challeng es. The author traces
how ordinary people (wananchi) use non- mainstream mechanisms in the form vyama (social g roups) to enable individual, g roup and
community development. The book oFers insig hts into the evolution of vyama (institutions of hope) and the role these institutions continue to
play in realizing  economic g rowth: wealth creation and distribution; investments, social protection; and g eneral community development. The
work shows how, despite historical disruptions, modernization and neo-liberal policies, ordinary people creatively borrow from tradition. In
the process, they use collective mechanisms for resource mobilization, investment, risk-sharing  and shared g ains for the common g ood. The
author oFers pointers into the future and how the chama concept can become mainstream in a people s economic development. What others
say The analysis is rig orous. It is hig hly orig inal, emotive, and an excellent piece of work. It makes a major contribution to our knowledg e of
the proto-proletariat and the informal sector in the developing  world. - How the author beautifully weaves anecdotes from classic al African
novels into her analysis to reinforce her arg ument makes this work distinctive and unique. - Professor MBK Darkoh, University of Botswana This
book is based on real life cases in an area that most scholars have not ventured into. It is a major addition of new finding s in the body of
knowledg e. The presentation is clear, understandable and would appeal to most readers. -Paul Kamau, PhD, Senior Research Fellow,
University of Nairobi The streng th of this book is...
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