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Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2014. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Matthew Bowman explores
the world of a neg lected g roup of American Christians: self-identified liberal evang elicals who beg an in the late nineteenth century to reconcile
traditional evang elical spirituality with prog ressive views on social activism and theolog ical questions. These evang elicals emphasized both
the importance of supernatural conversion experience, but also arg ued that science, art, and relieving  the poverty created by a new industrial
economy could facilitate encounters with Christ. The Urban Pulpit chronicles the strug g le of liberal evang elicals ag ainst conservative
Protestants, who questioned their theolog ical sincerity, and ag ainst secular reformers, who g rew increasing ly devoted to the cause of cultural
pluralism and increasing ly suspicious of evang elicals over the course of the twentieth century. Liberal evang elicals walked a diCicult path,
facing  increasing  polarization in twentieth-century American public life: both conservative evang elicals and secular reformers insisted that
relig ion and science, and evang elical Christianity and cultural diversity, were necessarily at odds. Liberal evang elicals rejected such simple
dichotomies, but nonetheless found defending  their middle way increasing ly diCicult. Drawing  on history, anthropolog y, and relig ious
studies, Bowman paints a complex portrait of a g roup of relig ious believers at work, at worship, and eng ag ed in advocacy in the public
square.
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