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g reatness. This book is framed as a series of essays examining  and reflecting  on Dickens's techniques for making  us laug h. How is it that some
written incident, or speech, or narrative 'aside' can fire oG the pag e into the reader's conciousness and jolt him or her into a smile, a g ig g le, or
a hearty laug h? That is the core question here. His first novel, Pickwick Papers, was acclaimed at the time as having  'opened a fresh vein of
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