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Demand *****Excerpt from Treatise on Slavery: In Which Is Shown Forth; The Evil of Slaveholding Both From the Light of Nature and Divine
Revelation The object of the present work, is not so much to render obnoxious the cruel treatment of slaves, as to discuss the principle of
slaveholding, and to show forth the iniquity of the practice. The cruel treatment of slaves has been often exposed to public view, by many able
hands, who have also by judicious arguments refuted the most specious apologies that have been advanced in favor of the principle. Yet, that
the principle or moral ground upon which slavery is practiced in the world, has been too lightly touched by modern writers, is manifest from
two concessions, which most of them appear to admit. The first is, that slavery was authorized by the judicial law under the Old Testament.
The second is that the emancipation of slaves need not to be sudden, but gradual, lest the possessors of them should be too much
impoverished, and lest the free inhabitants might be exposed to danger, if the blacks were all liberated at once. If the first of these concessions
is admitted as just, namely, that if slavery in its present form was allowed of under the Old Testament, the practice may be defended under the
New, because every precept of the judicial law, must have had the moral law for its basis, so as in no respect to contradict it. If then slavery in

its present form was morally just under the Old Testament, it must be just under the New, for the moral law is as unchangeable as God himself.
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